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The Turkey Trot Goes Virtual!

Join Our Board of Directors!

We never imagined the possibility of spending
Thanksgiving morning apart from our dedicated
Turkey Trotters! As is the new normal, we will have to
gather virtually this year. Though we are sad we won’t
get to see you in person, we are excited to bring the
Trot online with all the fun and camaraderie you’ve
known and loved in years past. We’ll have prizes,
opportunities to connect with small groups of other
participants in your area, and more flexibility than ever
before! You can use the classic route or create your
own course to complete a 5K, 10K (new this year!), or 1
mile run/walk/jog anytime during the week of
Thanksgiving (Nov. 23-29) and be part of another
special community tradition, from wherever you are!

Two of our wonderful board members stepped
down from their positions this year to pursue other
community endeavors. A huge THANK YOU goes
out to Gary Hall of St. Mary of the Mills Church for
his 6 years of dedicated service on the LARS Board
of Directors. Gary served as our Board Secretary
and continues to coordinate the monthly SHARE
Food deliveries in our community. We would also
like to recognize Ruhan Guonah of The Columbia
Bank for her 4 years of service on the board, where
she served as Vice President and made long-lasting
contributions to LARS’ fundraising and financial
strategies.

Online registration ($20) is open NOW at

www.givesignup.org/larsturkeytrot

Serving on LARS’ Board of Directors is a unique
opportunity to help guide the mission and strategy
of LARS as we continue to expand our reach and
impact. We are seeking committed individuals who
have a passion for our mission and a desire to
make a difference.
We are especially interested in candidates who
have professional skills that are applicable to nonprofit/business operations, such as recruiting,
sales, fundraising, banking/finance, and marketing.
We need people who will expand the views of our
organization and are willing to tap into their
personal and professional networks in order to
cultivate volunteers, donors, and future board
members. Familiarity with the Laurel area is a plus!
For more information and to express interest in
serving on the LARS Board of Directors, please visit
www.laureladvocacy.org/team!
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Dear Friend,

Your Impact (July 2019-June 2020)

What a year it has been. COVID-19 served a devastating blow to those who
were already experiencing hunger, homelessness, and fear of an uncertain
future. I will personally never forget the shaky voice of the mother who
called us from a motel with her four children crying in the background. At
the height of the pandemic, she was running low on food and money to
keep her family sheltered for another night. This call was just one of
hundreds we have received.

870 unique households served

Although Maryland’s infection rate is declining, thousands of residents
across Prince George’s County are terrified of losing their housing now
that the moratorium on evictions has been lifted. The National Low
Income Housing Coalition (NLIHC) reported that “Before the pandemic
struck, a quarter of all renters - and 71 percent of extremely low-income
renters - were paying over half their incomes for housing, too often leaving
them one emergency away from eviction. Now we’re seeing millions of
people all have those emergencies at once.”

100 evictions prevented, totaling $78,946

Across Laurel’s four zip codes, the average housing wage (the hourly wage
one must earn to afford a modest two-bedroom rental home without
spending more than 30% of their income on rent) is $34.80, or $72,400
per year. This is more than three times the earnings of a minimum wage
worker. A single parent working as a grocery store cashier would need to
work over 120 hours PER WEEK just to afford basic shelter for their
family. Essential workers in food, transportation, health, and other service
industries are the backbone of our community, and this pandemic has
made that even clearer. Yet these vital members of our community are up
against impossible odds. The numbers simply don’t add up.
Despite the disheartening state of the world right now, we have also
witnessed incredible acts of kindness in our community, like The City of
Laurel employees who helped us quickly transport food to that family in
the motel, along with many of our senior and immuno-compromised
clients. Or the young man who collected over 200 bags of toiletries for
LARS in lieu of birthday gifts. And LARS’ Permanent Supportive Housing
participant who called us to meet him at Giant to collect a cart full of
groceries he had just purchased for our food pantry. Or LARS’ SelfSufficiency Program participant who received a bonus at work and
donated it to LARS to pass on to someone in greater need. Often we see
that those who have the least give the most. Because they know what it’s
like to go without their basic needs met, and the difference it makes when
that worry is lifted. Thank you for helping LARS stay strong through this
crisis so that we may pass that strength along to others.
Sincerely,
Leah Paley, Executive Director

(2,189 individuals)

3,979 total visits (+6% from last FY)
7,164 bags of food distributed
(+6% from last FY)

(+27% from last FY)

934 cases were assigned to LARS by the
Prince George’s County Emergency Rental
Assistance Program for COVID-19 relief.
Since mid-May, over $71,000 in past due
rent has been disbursed. These cases are in
addition to LARS’ regular financial
assistance program.

402 children had their holiday wish lists
fulfilled

4,296 diapers distributed for 49 babies

Volunteers restock diapers received from the
Greater DC Diaper Bank. LARS became a
diaper hub in April of this year to help
increase access to free diapers in Laurel.

Your continued support is critical during the coming months of economic recovery. If you are able, please consider making a
contribution using the enclosed envelope or online at www.laureladvocacy.org. Thank you for your care and concern for
those who are struggling here in our community!

